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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY CHIRP OF STAR FOR ADMINISTRATION: 


RUBJECT: Eetimated Chinese Communist Air Strength 


the following is predisated upon USAT Retimate dated 
15 September 1950: 


1. Ghinese Comeunist Air Perce strength is estimated to 
total 220 combat<type alirorafs (120 fighters, 40 ground atback 
planes, 40 lighs bombers, and 20 transports} and 10,000 to 
15,000 personnel, including 400 pllote. for estimated dispoai- 
tions of aiverafs strength see Inelosure. 


& Sevlet air Activity in Chine. 


No eperational air units of the U.8.5.R. are carried 
in China in the USAF estimate. Jt is believed, however, thet 
there are 36 jot fighters, believed to be MIG-15 type, based 
in the Shunghei area, It is considered probable that they are 
manned by Sovleb pllote and are based in China for noncombatant 
purposes. The exact relationship between these jet eireraft and 
the Chinese Communist Air Fores has not been established. 

Note; The following wag not included in the USAP esti- 
make of 1b September 1950, cited above, bub represents the current 
USAP estlmate: 


the Soviets ‘imintain in Ghina a staff of advisers and 
technicians éstimated to total upward of 1,800, This staff is en- 
gaged in numerous activities such as training the Chinese Commmist 
Aiv Force, technical assistance and advice in alroraft maintenance, 
airfield construction, operation, and maintenance, efic., and asaist~ 
ence to Chinese Communists in the creation of an indé¢genous Air 
Foreé. 
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in addition to the foregoing are some 100 to 200 obsolete 


Japanese fighters, light bombers and trainers being utilized in 


China and Hanchuria for training purpoges. 


Present utilization 


as trainers and the decreasing availability of spare parts and 
replasenenta, preclude the consideration of the Japanese-type 
aireraft as operablionsl sombat~type aircraft at this bimes 
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